
Week 3 Topic – The life of Mary Seacole   

Hello Year 5 and 6.  We hope you are managing to stay well and keep yourselves occupied.  It has 

been lovely to talk to some of you on the phone – and even nicer to see some of you in person with 

your families!     

Please encourage your parents to visit school every week.  The time for Year 5 and 6 is Thursday, 10-

12.  You can say hi to your teachers and friends, get any support you need with home learning and 

change your reading books.  

This week in school, Year 5 and 6 will be doing some work around the Black Lives Matter campaign.  

You may have heard the story of the killing of George Floyd by a white police officer and seen some 

of the protests and marches around the world, and the toppling of the statue of Edward Colston in 

Bristol.   Racism is an issue that is still very prevalent in our society today and we need to educate 

ourselves so that we can tackle this problem and help to create positive changes to make our society 

fair and equal for everyone. 

  

Research Task:  Here are some links to websites if you would like to find out more:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwvC6GFmZp8 - This video clearly explains what Blackout 

Tuesday is all about, including who is taking part and why.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52813673 - this article explains what exactly happened to 

George Floyd and why it has sparked protests.  

https://blacklivesmatter.com/ - explains exactly what the Black Lives Matter movement is and how 

everyone is involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwvC6GFmZp8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52813673
https://blacklivesmatter.com/


Task: In school this week, the children will be having a debate about why the Nightingale Room in 

school, which has been set up for people who might become ill and is named after Florence 

Nightingale, should instead be named after Mary Seacole – the Seacole Room.  

                          

 

1. Read the short biographies about Mary Seacole below.  If you would like more information, 

you can google her name.   

2. Write down 4 or 5 reasons why you think we should change the name of the room. Think 

about:  

- What did Mary Seacole do that was important?  

- What was she like as a person?  

- Why was she a role model?  

 - Was Florence Nightingale’s contribution more important than Mary’s?  

 - Why, given the current focus on racism and protests, do you think it is important to consider 

Mary’s role and contribution more carefully?  

 

When you have made a list of reasons, write a persuasive paragraph to put your point of view 

across.  You can find out more about debates at: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxvv4wx/articles/ztx8pbk 

Here are some language features to help you:  

I strongly believe that…  

In my opinion, … 

In addition, … 

Furthermore, …      

Modal verbs are also useful – should, could, must, ought to     

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxvv4wx/articles/ztx8pbk


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


